The Decatur Daily, June 3, 1935

Great Address By Dr. G.W. Carver Is Heard By Over 1,000 Here
More that 1,000 persons, a large percentage of them whites, heard Dr. G.W. Carver, famous negro scientist, deliver the Baccalaureate sermon to the graduating class of Decatur negro high school at the Princess Theatre, Sunday afternoon.  


“Great Creator, What Is the Peanut and Why did You Make It?” the somewhat homely subject, provided a medium for one of the most astonishing and revealing addresses ever heard by Decatur audience.  Prefacing every topic with a Bible quotation, Dr. Craver said he was not preaching a sermon.

He pointed to the great opportunities in the field of science that are open to young people, demonstrating the fact by selling of many things he had made from the lowly peanut.

Of absorbing interest was his accounts of cures of infantile paralysis affected by derivatives of peanut.  Although Dr. Carver’s experiments in science have resulted in many great discoveries, the cure evolved for the dreaded infantile paralysis is regarded as the most important.


Delving deep into the realms of science at times then by contrast couching his remarks in a whimsical humorous vein the speaker declared the South should raise and make its foodstuff at home.  He said it was possible to make synthetically everything produced by nature.  By illustration Dr. Carver called attention to some of the many products displayed on a table he has extracted from the peanut.  These include milk, coffee, saccharine, ink, dye, cosmetics, salad oils, paper and rubber, Rubber, he stated, can be made peanuts, potatoes or soy beans.  He has made more than 300 products from peanuts alone.

A discovery that may have far reaching results on the economic future of the south is a road building material Dr. Carver made from cotton.  He explained 40 bales of cotton would be required for each mile of road building and added the “cotton road blocks” were long lasting, springy in texture and smooth.  An official from the Bureau of Public Roads at Washington recently was in Tuskegee for the purpose of investigating the possibilities of using the cotton blocks in road construction and experiments are now being conducted with the material at Washington.


The program of the appropriate exercises held in connection with the address follows:

1. Processional – “God of Our Fathers.” – Graduating class.

2. Invocation – Rev. S.R.W. Smith, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Decatur.

3. Spirituals – (I) Swing, Low Sweet Chariot. (II) In My Savior’s Care – (Arranged)

4. Introduction of Speaker – Rev. W.J. Wilson, principal the Carver School.

5. The Baccalaureate Address – “Great Creator, What is the Peanut and Why Did You Make It?”

6. Solo – Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep – Knight - Ben Thomas Davis

7. Collection, A.O. Sheffey, chairman Finance committee.

